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Editor’s note

In an Early Years setting, children express their love in different 

ways - some ‘gift’ fallen flowers and pebbles, some grab every 

opportunity to get close and hold your hand, some require more 

one-on-one time, while others need words of appreciation!

Being aware of the different ‘languages of love’ helps us as 

educators to create a space where children feel safe, secure 

and loved. And we all know, where there is love, care, and 

belonging, learning happens naturally!

Learn what it means to embed a loving pedagogy in your 

learning space as Tamsin Grimmer, a leading authority on 

loving pedagogy, shares her experience, insights, and tips!



What is a loving pedagogy?02

It is what we do in our settings and schools on a daily basis to help children 

feel loved, to feel a sense of belonging, and to put things like attachment 

theory into practice. If you consider how a parent loves their child, the 

intense strength of emotion involved, and the way they are committed to 

caring for and protecting them, putting their child’s needs before their own. 

Love is about having intense feelings for our children but also about actions 

and not just the emotion involved. It’s about putting the needs of children 

first, holding them in mind, and enjoying playing together.

So a loving pedagogy is all about relationships between the adults and the 

children and the ethos of the setting. I like to think about it in terms of 

holding children in mind, wanting the best for them, deeply considering 

children’s needs, interests and capabilities, and then planning an effective 

environment and activities around them. 

A loving pedagogy is evident when we place children and their needs at the 

centre of our provision.



There are so many advantages for children, parents, and educators when a 

setting adopts a loving pedagogy. Children will feel loved, have a sense of 

belonging, and will be listened to and feel empowered. This will build their 

self-esteem and give them a higher sense of well-being, which is particularly 

important at the moment. If ever there was a time when our children needed 

more love, it is now!

Why is it important?03

Why is it important?

Well-being

Children’s well-being is 

given top-most priority!


Happy children = 

Happy learning!

Purpose Empowerment

The curriculum is 

tailored to suit the 

needs of the child - they 

are the heart of all 

teaching and planning!

Loving environment

Children thrive in an 

environment of 

attachment, care, and 

warmth

Being sensitive to the 

children’s needs, holding 

them in mind, and 

listening to them, 

empowers them, and 

offers them voice and 

choice

Happy parents

Reassures parents 

that their children are 

well looked after and 

cared for!

Download this poster here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z_gEmKckAoIr5jPI9jT8KS9wI-yVrrCk/view


12 ways to embed a loving pedagogy 

in your EY setting
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Building secure 

attachments and a 

close bond with the 

children

Taking an interest in 

what children are doing 

and achieving

Getting down to the 

children’s level and 

trying to see the world 

from their perspective

Observing them whilst 

playing alongside and  

acting as a co-player 

when invited to join 

their play

Including them in the 

conversation, and 

never talking to other 

adults over their heads

Planning sessions 

with their interests 

and fascinations 

in mind

Listening to what children 

are saying, acting on it 

when possible, and taking 

their views into 

consideration

Noticing their 

behaviour and actions, 

facial expressions, and 

body language

Being responsive 

and responding 

sensitively

Showing care and 

affection through hugs 

and positive touch

Getting to know the 

children really well and 

developing a strong 

relationship

Labelling praise 

and offering 

encouragement

01

Download this poster here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ArKLA2vHBfO_6xTUftcyHhL8CbIWRqZV/view


Top tips05

Create a learning space where the children feel valued.


Step into your child’s shoes, and use this  to view the 

learning space from their eyes.

checklist

Plan for engagements which bring together a class community 

and create a sense of belonging. Vote for a class name, co-create 

essential agreements, and plan team games.

Use positive, encouraging words to build self-esteem. 


Try these  or create your own in the 

 given!

affirmation cards

template

Model being caring and kind! Children mirror what they see.


Co-create anchor charts on ‘How can you be kind?’, ‘What can 

we say when someone is sad?’, ‘What does a good friend sound 

like?, How can you be a good friend?’

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10pvSPRXD0YVAJCVtqJ2VSOLW11KKzxHv/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K-jna94JfUcl_SsIQjjnk5976Mt-UST2/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NFTy8Pux8vdyi2SBE3AU9LDlYP0i4P36/view?usp=share_link


Treasure chest06

Relationship - base Pedagogy 
in Primary Schools

By Tim Loreman

This book shows how prioritising loving 

relationships in the primary school between 

practitioners and children helps secure children's 

emotional well-being, improves behaviour and 

leads to more successful learning.

While We Can’t Hug

By Eoin Mc Laughin

A beautifully illustrated, simple-to-read book for 

children to think about different languages of 

love! This is that one book that children would 

want you to read again and again!

Developing a Loving Pedagogy 
in the Early Years

By Tamsin Grimmer

This book is a must-have for those who wish to explore 

what ‘love’ can look like in their learning space. Explore 

the research around ‘professional love’, reflect on 

questions and case studies, and look at ways it can be 

imbibed into your teaching approach.



The idea of an unbreakable, invisible string that keeps 

us all connected sounds lovely right?  

A comforting story about a string that keeps all loved 

ones connected even if they aren’t physically present. 

A great read for children facing separation anxiety.

The Invisible String

By Patrice Karst

All Are Welcome

Alexandra Penfold

A warm and inspiring read, just like the title!  

All Are Welcome lets young children know that no matter 

where they come from, what they wear or who they are, 

they all have a place, a space, and are always welcomed!

Love Grows Everywhere

By Barry Timms

Notice the rhyme and vibrant illustrations as you read. 

This book talks about how love is present everywhere- 

in every shape, size, and form!

No Matter What

By Debi Gilori

The title sums it up best - ‘you will be loved, no 

matter what’. The conversation between Small, the 

little fox, and Large, his mother, is endearing and 

reassuring. No matter what the circumstance, you 

will always be loved!



Book a free demo

Toddle Play empowers you to create child-centred 

learning experiences, strengthen family relationships, 

and support your team’s professional development, all 

in one place.

Want to see Toddle Play in action? Schedule your 

personalised demo today!

Take your early learning 
program to the next level!
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